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Rush Hour 2
1. What is the plot of the selected movie (or show)?
The movie, Rush Hour 2, is an American action-comedy movie produced in 2001that was directed by Brett Ratner and written by Jeff Nathanson. It is the second series of the Rush Hour series movie whose stars include Jackie Chan, Chris Tucker, John Lone, Alan King, Roselyn Sanchez, Harris Yulin, and Zhang Ziyi. The movie involves Lee (chief inspector) and James Carter (detective) who visited Hong Kong on vacation. James Carter had visited his friend Lee in Hong Kong. Their vacation was stopped by a murder case that involved two US customs agents after a bomb blast occurred in the American embassy.
Lee was directed to handle the case where he discovered that Ricky Tan, a police partner to his late father, was at some point involved. Lee and Carter tried to ask Ricky who is the leader of the Triads about the case which then resulted in a fight with Ricky’s’ bodyguards. The US Secret Service and the Police Force in Hong Kong began to fight over the cases’ jurisdiction. An office belonging to Lee was bombed and he and his friend Carter had left the office but he was believed to be dead. Lee and Carter decided to attend a party in Ricky’s sailboat. Hu Li, Lee, and Carter encountered Ricky who claimed that his enemies had confined him and asked for protection. Hu Li shot Ricky and escaped.
Lee was held responsible for Rickey’s’ death by Sterling and was as result kicked out of the case. Carter was on his side ordered to return to Los Angeles but he persuaded Lee to accompany him. Carter told Lee that White men are usually involved in large criminal operations and that he believed that man was Steven Reign who is a billionaire and was acting questionably during Rickey’s party. As they walked from the Reign tower they met Isabella Monalina whom Carter met in Rickey’s yacht, collecting a delivery from Hu Li. They mistook the delivery for a bomb and they tried to intercede but Molina told them she was an undercover US Secret Service Agent.
Lee and Carter visited Kenny, who told them about a suspicious customer where Carter confirmed to be Reign’s forgery. As they trace the money, Hu Li captures them. Hu Li captured Lee and put an explosive to his mouth before presenting him to Ricky who had faked his death. Molina tried to arrest Hu Li but was shot. Carter fought Hu Li and knocked her out while Lee went after Ricky. When Reign tries to escape Rickey stabbed him. Carter and Lee then confronted Ricky who confessed to having killed Lee’s father. Ricky died, Hu Li died in a bomb explosion. Carter and Lee headed to New York to have some pleasure.
2. Why you chose that movie (or show)
I chose Rush Hour 2 because it has included characters that represent the minority groups. The movie has involved African American characters who represent the minority group.
3. Please explain the minority character (s) (e.g. is s/he Asian American? Or African American? Native American? Or Hispanic? Does s/he play a lead role? What’s his or her role in the plot? What are his or her personal characteristics?)
The minority character is represented by an African American (James Carter) and an Asian (Lee). Carter was an African American who lived in Los Angeles and had gone to visit his friend Lee an Asian who lived in Hong Kong. Lee played a leading role in the plot. He was assigned the duty to investigate the case of bombing the American embassy in Hong Kong. In the movie, Lee demonstrated personal characters of being dutiful and focused. He was dutiful because he accepted to take the role of investigating the bombing case. He was also focused because even after he was ordered out of the case, he continued to investigate until he succeeded in the case.
4. What kinds of stereotypes do minority characters (s) promote? Why do you think so? Please provide evidence (explain specific scene).
Racial stereotypes have been promoted in the movie by minorities. This is because their racial background has been used to judge the minorities. For example, when Lee and Carter tried to attack Ricky, his bodyguards confronted them because they felt superior to the two. In another incident, the US Secret Service Sterling, and the Hong Kong Police Force fight jurisdiction of the case being investigated by Lee because they feel Lee cannot handle the case well for he is an Asian. Another racial stereotype is demonstrated where Lee is held responsible for Rickey’s death and ordered off the case that he was investigating. Another stereotype is demonstrated in the case where Carter tells Lee that a large criminal operation is associated with White men.
5. Do these stereotypes promote any dominant ideologies? (Or how does the movie naturalize racial difference through stereotyping?)
The stereotype of superiority is promoted by the dominant ideologies. As demonstrated by Rickey, the dominant groups feel superior that is why when Carter and Lee questioned Rickey about the case his bodyguards attacked them. The dominant groups feel superior because Sterling felt that an Asian could not handle the bombing case perfectly.
6. What is your overall reflection?
The movie has portrayed how minorities are viewed by the dominant groups. Racial stereotypes have dominated the movie whereby the dominant groups have showed superiority over the minority groups. Asians and African Americans are identified as minority groups in the movie.



‘A Raisin in the Sun’ movie
1. What is the plot of the selected movie (or show)?
The play “A Raisin in the Sun” was produced on Broadway in 1959. The play involves a black family living in Chicago in the 50s. Mama who was a widow had just got an insurance payment from her husband’s death. She had a son, Walter, and his wife, Ruth, and her daughter Beneatha. They all lived together in a cramped apartment. The play began a day before mama received the money and there was anxiety for they were competing on ambitions on how to achieve their dreams. Mama wanted to buy a house and leave the cramped apartments that rarely got enough sunshine.
Walter, her son wanted to invest the money in a liquor business as a way of moving on in a world where there are no chances for the blacks and the society was not assisting. Beneath, on her side wanted to join a medical school. For Ruth, she engaged in housewife duties in the home and was satisfied with her life. She supported Mama’s decision to have their own home, especially because she was pregnant. Immediately after they bought the house, a white character wanted to buy the house back from them to ensure only whites occupied the neighborhood.
2. Why you choose that movie (or show)?
I chose this movie because it has an African American family that represents the minority group in the movie.
3.  Please explain the minority character(s) (e.g., Is s/he Asian American? Or
African American? Native American? Or Hispanic? Does s/he play a lead role?
What’s his or her role in the plot? What is his or her personal
characteristics?)
The minority characters in the movie include African American characters, Mama, and her children who struggled to live. Mama played a leading role in providing for her family to make sure they lived a better life. In the movie, she represents the suffering of African Americans. Mama presents the characters of being religious, moral, and maternal. This is because she wished to use the insurance money to buy a house for her family to achieve her dream of her family moving up in the world.
         4. What kinds of stereotypes do the minority character(s) promote? Why do
you think so? Please provide evidence (explain specific scene).
Racial stereotypes have been presented in the movie. Mama’s family is a family struggling to live in the White man’s world. They struggle with limited finances, high rates of unemployment, and insufficient opportunities. In one incident, Walter believes that there are no opportunities for black people in the White man’s world. A white man comes to buy the house mama bought for her family with a stereotype that the whole neighborhood should be inhabited by the Whites. Another racial incident is when Walter successfully invests money in his liquor business but comes to realize that he was deceived.
         5. Do stereotypes promote any dominant ideologies? (or how does the
         movie naturalize racial difference through stereotyping?)
Some of the racial stereotypes are promoted by the dominant group. For example, White people believe that African Americans should not own homes in White neighborhoods. That is why a White man comes to buy mama’s house to ensure the whole neighborhood is dominated by the Whites. Another scene is that White people should not have opportunities to own or conduct businesses. This resulted in Walter being deceived and conned off his money.
6. What is your overall reflection?
The movie “A Raisin in the Sun” has shown the struggles of the African Americans in the White Man’s world. They face financial challenges, limited opportunities, and racial discrimination. The African American people represent the minorities who struggle to achieve their dreams in the white man’s countries.

Comparison between the two movies
In the first movie, Rush Hour 2 portrays the Asians and the African Americans as the minority groups. The Americans view themselves as superior to the Asians and African Americans. This was demonstrated in the case where the US Secret Service believed that Lee, an Asian, could not handle the bombing case. In the second movie, African Americans are the minorities who are discriminated against in the White man’s countries. They are denied opportunities to own properties such as houses and businesses. They have to struggle on their own to live since society cannot help them.



